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Peak District based Team Accelerate have been quietly going about their business of racing 
over the last two years.  Their approach has raised eyebrows amongst many of the 
established names in the sport and many questions as to what they are about. 
 

Yet, at the weekend their approach to Adventure 
Racing paid dividends as they dominated the racing 
at the final Open 5 event at Coniston.  Across four of 
the five categories they raced their way to five 
podium positions on the day, including three wins, 
and did not have a Team member out of the top six.   
In the Open 5 Series Caroline Bullard and Eddie 
Winslow dominated the Mixed Pairs winning 4 of the 
5 events.  Eddie commented, “Caz only started 
racing last year and we finished third in this series.  
We decided that we would come back and see if we 
could win the 2007 series.  Caz has come on in 
leaps and bounds. She’s such a fast runner I need 
to cycle first just to give me a chance to keep up on 
the run!” 
Team Accelerate also won the Male Pairs series 
with father and son partnership, Adam and Will 
Haynes.  Will started racing at the end of last year 
and dad is now struggling to keep up.  Kev 
Honeysett and Rob Smith were a close second, both 
having raced consistently all year. 

New Team member Dave Spence raced his way to third in the solo series, having never been 
off the podium all year.  In the Female pairs Keri Devine and Debs Smith won all three of the 
Open 5 events they entered and took the series title as a result.   
Away from the Open 5 Series Debs Smith and Adam Haynes had previously won the mixed 
pairs category in the Open Endurance Series with a win at the Open 12 and thirds at the 
Open 5 and Open 24. In fact in adventure racing Debs and Adam have not been off the 
podium all year 
 
Team Accelerate were also competing in the 2007 3 Peaks Yacht Race, supplying the 
winning runners (adam Marcinowicz and Keith Read) to Vlad the Impaler, and took third at the 
Gael Force 12 with a team that included two members who had never raced over this 
distance before. 
 
Many believe that the sponsorship that Team Accelerate attracts is 
the man reason for them attracting racers.  Yet if you speak to the 
squad members themselves it is more to do with the fact that they 
want to be competitive and be a part of a Team that also sees 
planning as critical to any success.  The Team’s age range is 16 to 
46 and there are a total of 15 racers in the squad, a third of whom 
are below the age of 25.  The Team’s policy is not just about 
recruiting established competitive members but also in looking for 
new and aspiring talent, at any age, and introducing them to the 
Team.  Will Haynes, Adam Marcinowicz (Powerbar 3 Peaks Yacht 
Race & Gael Force) and Caz Bullard are three successful young 
racers that have come through with the help of the more established 
athletes in the squad.  During the last two months two new key 
additions have been announced by the Team, alongside the earlier 
recruitment of Dave Spence.  Dan Haliday, having just finished 
university, has represented the Great Britain Junior Orienteering 

 



 
 

 

squad, has already shown he knows one end of a kayak from another and can also ride a 
bike!  The experienced Mountain Marathon runner, Matt Davison also joins having finished 3rd 
at this years Montrail Ultra Running Series and in running with Adam Marcinowicz at the 
weekend finished third in the male pairs. 
 
Dave Spence said that he ‘wanted to join a Team with similar minded individuals to race with 
in a Team that wanted to be competitive.  A managed squad, training weekends and the 
ongoing process of continually reviewing racing and how we train are just some of the 
reasons why I joined Team Accelerate’.  
 

Team Accelerate operate a policy of 
not allowing their racers to compete in 
adventure racing for any other Team 
in the UK.  Many would argue that this 
‘closed shop’ policy is likely to cause 
issues and be restrictive to the 
formation of teams for events.  In fact 
contact has been made to members of 
Team Accelerate to race elsewhere 
and they have stuck rigidly to this 
policy.  In one instance it was 
suggested that there were not enough 
good racers around so could such and 
such go race for ‘a.n.other’ team.  
Team Manager, Stuart Hale, argues 
that it is through the organisation of 
Teams that an environment for 
newcomers to come into the sport can 

be created and racers feel comfortable about the sport as they are introduced at a level that 
suits their current ability and fitness.  He argues this potential can then be gradually realised 
with new challenges, through racing and training with experienced and known team mates. 
Additionally, it is this policy that has worked well in creating sponsorship opportunities as can 
be seen by the Fleeces worn by the Team members at any event – they are easily 
recognisable and the impact at the Open 5 was clear for all to see. 
 
As well as regular training weekends and plenty of racing, the Team meets once a year to 
finalise racing plans for the coming season and to look at new ways of improving what they 
already do.  Eddie Winslow is part of the Team’s management structure as is Kevin 
Honeysett and Keith Read.  This helps to spread the work load, increase Team 
communication and to also ensure that Team partners are kept up to date with progress and 
racing.   
 
Team Accelerate’s approach may not be to everyone’s liking but it appears to be working and 
it will be interesting to see how they develop in the next couple of years.  They are now 
looking forward to their third year of racing in 2008 and beyond. 
 
 
Further detail on Team Accelerate can be found by visiting www.accelerateuk.com  
END.   Release Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2007 
Embargo: None  
Picture: Top: Caroline Bullard and Eddie Winslow, pre race, Open 5 Coniston.   
Middle: Will Haynes.  Bottom: Team Accelerate with Open Adventure Organiser James Thurlow. 
Contacts for Questions: Stuart Hale E: stuart@accelerateuk.com  T: 07973412495  W: www.accelerateuk.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Team Results 2007: 
  
1st Powerbar 3 Peaks Yacht Race 
Open Adventure 5 Series: 
 1st Mixed Pairs 
 1st Male Pairs 
 1st Female Pairs 
 2nd Male Pairs 
 3rd Male Solo 
Open Adventure Endurance Challenge: 
 1st Mixed Pairs 
1st Open Adventure 12, Mixed Pairs 
1st Open 5 Mixed Pairs (x4) 
1st Open 5 Female Pairs (x3) 
1st Open 5 Male Pairs (x2) 
1st Polaris Summer Challenge, Parent & Offspring 
3rd Gael Force 12 Mixed Team 
3rd Ace Race 2 Day, Male Solo 
3rd Open Adventure 24, Mixed Pairs 
3rd Open 5, Mixed Pairs 
3rd Polaris Autumn Challenge, Mixed Pairs 
3rd Open 5, Male Solo (x3) 
3rd Open 5, Male Pairs 
 
Team Accelerate are Partnered by: 
Make Innovation Happen, SKINS, High 5, Mountain Hardwear, Polaris, Vivid London, OMM and Brooks 
 


